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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 29459 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, MARR, FR 

SUBJECT: GISCARD INTERVIEW: NATO 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: IN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED BY LE FIGARO 
NOVEMBER 12, GISCARD CONFIRMED FRENCH POLICY OF SEPARA- 
TION FROM NATO INTEGRATED MILITARY COMMAND, BUT SAID 
THAT FRANCE WOULD PARTICIPATE IN A CONFLICT IF ONE OF 
ITS NATO ALLIES WERE SUBJECT TO AGGRESSION. HE ALSO 
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SAID THAT IT MAKES GOOD SENSE FOR FRANCE TO PLAN WITH 
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NATO CONCERNING POSSIBLE ALLIANCE MILITARY ACTION IN 
WHICH FRANCE WOULD COOPERATE. FULL TEXT OF INTERVIEW 
HAS BEEN SENT TO DEPARTMENT BY SEPTEL. THIS CABLE CON- 
TAINS INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF KEY STATEMENTS 
MADE BY GISCARD ON NATO. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO STATEMENT, "YOU ARE ACCUSED OF 
RETURNING TO ATLANTICISM . . GISCARD RESPONDED ALONG 
THE FOLLOWING LINES: ". . . IN 1966, GENERAL DE GAULLE 

TOOK THE DECISION TO WITHDRAW FRANCE FROM THE INTEGRATED 
ORGANIZATION OF NATO. WE WITHDREW FROM NATO. BUT AT 
THE SAME TIME IT WAS DECIDED TO REMAIN WITHIN THE 
ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. IT IS NECESSARY TO UNDERSTAND THAT 

THE AUTOMATIC CHARACTER OF FRANCE'S UNDERTAKING REGARDING ITS DEFENSE 
WAS A COMBINATION OF TWO FACTORS: 

THE EXISTENCE OF AN ALLIANCE WHICH COMMITTED FRANCE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN A CONFLICT - UNDER THE HYPOTHESIS THAT 
AN AGGRESSION HAD BEEN COMMITTED AGAINST ONE OF THE 
MEMBERS - AND THE EXISTENCE OF AN INTEGRATED MILITARY 
SYSTEM IN TIME OF PEACE. AS A RESULT, THE MILITARY 
FORCES WERE REGROUPED AND COMMANDED BY THE MECHANISM OF 
THE ALLIANCE. EVEN IN THE HYPOTHESIS WHERE FRANCE WOULD 
HAVE HAD A DOUBT ON THE POINT OF KNOWING IF IT FOUND 
ITSELF IN THE CASE FORESEEN BY THE CLAUSES OF THE 
ALLIANCE, THIS UNIFIED SYSTEM IMPLIED ITS PARTICIPATION 
IN ALL CONFLICT FROM THE MOMENT WHEN FIGHTING BROKE OUT. 

WE WITHDREW FROM THE INTEGRATED ORGANIZATION. WE HAVE 
REMAINED IN THE ALLIANCE; THAT IS TO SAY, IF THERE IS AN 
AGGRESSION AGAINST ONE OF THE MEMBERS, WE ARE PLEDGED 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CONFLICT. AND GENERAL DE GAULLE 
WAS PARTICULARLY CLEAR ON THIS POINT. WITH REGARD TO 
HIS GRANDS INTERLOCUTEURS . 1 IN NO WAY HAVE WE REJOINED 
THE INTEGRATED SYSTEM. THE ONLY THING THAT EXISTED 
BEFORE MY TIME, AND THAT WAS UNDERTAKEN AFTER 1967, WERE 
SOME TECHNICAL CONTACTS. THEIR PURPOSE IS TO EXAMINE 
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IN THE HYPOTHESIS WHERE THE ALLIANCE 
WOULD BE PUT INTO OPERATION, WHICH IS SIMPLY GOOD SENSE. 

... IT IS EVIDENT. FOR EXAMPLE, THAT IF THERE WERE A 
CONFLICT WHICH FRANCE DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE IN AS A 
MEMBER OF THE ALLIANCE, IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR THIS 
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HYPOTHESIS TO HAVE BEEN EXPLORED PREVIOUSLY. THE 
OPPOSITE WOULD BE AN IRRESPONSIBLE ATTITUDE." 

3. COMMENT: WE ARE STRUCK BY THE "MATTER OF FACT” WAY 

IN WHICH GISCARD DESCRIBES CONTINGENCY PLANNING BETWEEN 
FRANCE AND NATO AS BEING "SIMPLY GOOD SENSE" AND HIS 
ASSERTION THAT A CONTRARY POLICY WOULD BE "IRRESPON- 
SIBLE." HE IS, OF COURSE, CORRECT. NEVERTHELESS, HIS 
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FRANK PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THIS SUBIECT IS ONE MORE 
INDICATION OF THE MORE PRAGMATIC AND NATURAL RELATION 
SHIP THAT GISCARD IS SEEKING TO BUILD WITH NATO AND TO 
WHICH HE IS SEEKING TO CONDITION THE FRENCH PEOPLE. 

RUSH 
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